PROGRESS   OR  RETROGRESSION?
sincere citizens' under Hikmat Sulaiman.1 Warning was given
that the army might have to take action against those who did
not conform to the manifestoes.2 After the bombardment of
Baghdad by the 'Iraqi Air Force and an attempt to negotiate
during which Ja'far Pasha al-cAskari, Minister of Defence,
was treacherously murdered, Yasin Pasha resigned. Hikmat
Sulaiman took office with friends and nominees of Baqir Sidqi,
few of them outstanding personalities.3
The various reasons put forward by the new government for
the coup d*etat, which seems to have come without warning to
British and 'Iraqis alike, are not altogether convincing.4 It is
true that Yasin Pasha had suppressed newspapers, had heavily
bribed the tribal leaders to keep the peace, had curbed opposi-
tion, had appointed friends to office and that his personal
attitude as Prime Minister had offended many Iraqis. It is also
true that a general feeling existed that clraq had made little
progress under his Government. These unsatisfactory condi-
tions could have been ameliorated, however, by constitutional
means. As justifications for military intervention they assume
the appearance of pretexts rather than explanations. Facts not
mentioned in the official statements, as that army appropriations
had been reduced, that the organization of the army was not
proceeding according to the ideas of General Sidqi and that
many aspiring politicians were out of office, seem to come closer
to the causes behind the coup d'etat* and would make it appear
1 Formerly Minister of Interior in 1933 at the time of the campaign against
the Assyrians. Educated in Turkey, he possesses great admiration for Turkey.
His brother, Mahrnud Shefket Pasha, was Grand Vizier of Turkey in 1913.
a The Times, October 3ist, 1936. Also Al-Akrdm (Cairo), same date.
3 Waqayi al-Iraqiya (Government Gazette), No. 1542, October 29th, 1936.
In addition to Hikmat Sulaiman as Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
were: Najl al-'Asil, Foreign Affairs; Ja'far abu Tirnman, Finance; Kamil al
Chadarchi, Economics; Abdul Latif Nuri, Defence; Salih Jabbur, Justice;
Yusuf 'Izz-ad-Dm Ibrahim, Education.
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Italy, of extreme 'Iraqi Nationalists, of ShTis, of the Jews, and of Socialists by
the Daily Herald, Al-Balagk, Palestine Post, Al-Liwa, Alif-Ba (Damascus),
and the Daily Mail, respectively, November ist to 6th, 1936.
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